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It will be remembered that amongst the Nagara the young
bride and bridegroom were looked on as incarnations of Siva
and Parvat!l (hence the religious merit derived from worship-
ping them), and for three nights, at the very least, they have
observed celibacy and abstained from salted food. Nor is
this all, but during the days when they are representatives of
the deity they must^not bathe, so after the bath of ceremony
taken on the wedding day they can bathe no more for three
days. In the same way, the white cloth which each put on
when they began to play the part of the great ascetic and his
wife must not be taken off night or day till these three days
have elapsed, but, on the third day after the wedding, they
take off the cloth and bathe, so washing away their divinity.
Even then they do not become ordinary mortals, for they are
looked on as a king and queen till the end of the festivities,
and as such the groom wields a sword.2 A Brahman, however,
only holds the sword (which other bridegrooms keep all
the time) for an hour or so. The respective fathers-in-law
provide each of the happy pair with a new dress to put
on after the bath, the bridegroom's being of red silk with
a gold border, and the bride's of any coloured silk, or the
parents may compound by giving them each five or ten rupees
in cash.3
The biggest feast of all (the Gaurava) takes place on the
third day with the followers of Siva (and on the fourth with
the followers of Yisnu), when about eighty or a hundred dishes
are provided.
At this big dinner the bride is usually given very handsome
presents in gold or cash by her father-in-law and other
relatives.
Though now married, the husband and wife will sleep in
1 By the twice-born castes other than Brahmans, and even by some of
the low castes, the bridegroom is looked on as a king, not a divinity.
8 No permission from the state is needed for the bridegroom to hold
this sword, so agreed is every one that for the time being he is a king, _
3 When cash is given in lieu of the actual thing, the full equivalent in
value is never paid.
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